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Session Overview 
● Introduction
● Panel Discussion 

○ What was the scariest thing about using contemporary art in your 
classroom? 

○ How has contemporary art changed or impacted your teaching practice? 
○ What methods have you used to successfully introduce contemporary art 

to your students? 
○ Did you face any challenges when adding contemporary art to your 

curriculum?  
○ How do I get started working with contemporary art in my classroom?  

● Question and Answer 
● Art21
● Panelists share their favorite contemporary artists 



Mickalene Thomas, Maya #7, 2015

Janine Antoni, Lick and Lather, 1993

Tim Hawkinson, Emoter, 2002

What was the scariest thing about using 
contemporary art in your classroom? 

Julia Munar 



What was the scariest thing about using 
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Julia Munar



How can you share the THINKING and PROCESS 
happening in the art studio? 

Julia Munar



“ It allows you to think in many different 
ways...‘cause sometimes people just have this 
one perspective of art and it allows them to 
grow from that perspective and change their 
art and make it stronger”      - Julian, Age 10

Why do you like learning about 
contemporary art?

Julia Munar 

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1TAhP_v0I0K6aYvwM83ZDI_quEMUN3l/view


A Veil of Bitter Songs, and A Study of a Black Man's Soul, Ronald Jackson

Natovian McLeod

How has contemporary art changed or 
impacted your teaching practice? 
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impacted your teaching practice? 

Laolu Senbanjo

Natovian McLeod



Natovian McLeod

How has contemporary art changed or 
impacted your teaching practice? 



What methods have you used to successfully 
introduce contemporary art to your students? 

Kay Healy “Lost and Found”, invite curiosity

Isaiah Zagar mosaic murals, 
from students’ 
environment

Roberto Lugo “Big Pun and 
I”, connect past and 
present

Marie Elcin
Cindy Sherman Clown series, 
surprise students!



What methods have you used to successfully 
introduce contemporary art to your students? 

Marie Elcin



What methods have you used to successfully 
introduce contemporary art to your students? 

Marie Elcin



Marie Elcin

Students need to see themselves and the world they live in reflected in the art they see in 
school. They seek examples of how to live and work as they define their own sense of 
self, their beliefs, and goals for their lives.



Did you face any challenges when adding 
contemporary art to your curriculum?  

Emily Sandagata
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How do I get started working with 
contemporary art in my classroom?  

Maureen Hergott



Maureen Hergott

You know your students best. You know you 
best. 



Creative Growth Art Center Fashion Show Cyrus Kabiru, Caribbean Sun, 2012

Nick Cave performing a Soundsuit, 2015

Maureen Hergott



Browse

Watch
ReadVisit

Maureen Hergott



Questions for panel?

Type your questions in the chat box 
or use the Q&A button below.



Visit Art21.org/Education to:

● Apply to the Art21 Educators program for teachers
● Find Educators’ Guides and more teaching 

resources for your classroom
● Explore lesson ideas in the Learning Library
● Bring Art21 professional development to your 

school
● Read articles written by fellow educators 
● Sign up for the Art21 Education Newsletter

Art 21

Follow Art21 on social media for the most current updates!



Marie 
recommends… 

Oliver Herring: Task Party for play

Barbara Kruger: big questions Jordan Casteel: seeing people 

Swoon: story

Roberto Lugo:
combining craft and pop culture 



Maureen 
recommends… 

Lucy Sparrow:
creating collections

Andy Goldsworthy:
working with nature

Shantell Martin:
finding your artistic style

Mark Bradford:
working with paper

Christoph Niemann:
drawing with humor



Natovian
recommends… 

Lucia Hierro

Devin Allen

Bisa Butler

Hassan Hajjaj

Afua Richardson

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/09/arts/hassan-hajjaj.html


Julia
recommends… 

Olafur Eliasson:
light, shadow

Sarah Sze: 
temporary sculptures

Mark Dion:
exploring 
collections

Do Ho Suh: exploring home

Alex Da Corte: exploring make-believe



Emily 
recommends… 

Olafur Eliasson:
light, shadow

JooYoung Choi: 
fantasy, play

El Anatsui:
reuse, recycle

Kerry James Marshall:
place, memory, community

Elizabeth Murray:
play, emotion
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