
There is a natural connection between Visual Art and Language Arts that enriches 

and facilitates each in a reciprocal manner. Both means of expression are most 

meaningful when they allow us to express thoughts, ideas and feelings common 

to the human experience we all share. Artists and writers show us through their 

work the unique details of events, places and circumstances that reflect the time, 

place and cultural context of their artistic expressions.
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Use the image of the painting  
to the right to complete the  
Art Criticism Exercise below.

Shotgun, third ward #1 >
  

Art Criticism Exercise

John biggers



Meet the Artist

Artists like John Biggers must select what they want to record. Some artists focus on 
special events or important people. Others show ordinary people doing ordinary things, 
such as children playing in the rain or talking with friends. Some artists observe carefully 
and remember what they see, others make sketches and some take pictures to show  
record scenes or ideas for their final artworks. Settings are also important. The addition 
of buildings, scenery or objects put backgrounds into the recognizable world. Artists 
use position, color or contrast to show focal point or center of interest. In the picture 
to the left John Biggers, the artist, shows houses in a neighborhood called Third Ward 
in Houston, Texas. He calls the work Shotgun, Third Ward#1. The type of house that 
is shown in the artwork is called a shotgun house because it is narrow and deep with all 
rooms connecting to a single hallway. It is said that you could fire a shotgun strait through 
such a house. That is where the name originates.

Dr. John Biggers (1924–2001)

Biggers was born in North Carolina. 
His Early works emphasized the 
struggles and everyday hardships  
of African Americans. Biggers was 
one of the first African American 
artist to travel to Africa in order to 
better understand African culture 
and incorporate it into his work. 

For Your Sketchbook

Make a section in 
your sketchbook 
where you keep records 
of your daily life that you 
may want to use in future 
artworks. Include lists of 
words and phrases, as 
well as photographs  
and sketches. 

Use your daily life to  
inspire future artworks. 
Keep a list of words and 
phrases, as well as sketches 
and photographs, that  
you find interesting or  
that inspire you. 



Art and Writing Exercise

Work in groups of three or four to create a story about the artwork Shotgun, Third Ward #1 by John Biggers. Choose one  
person to write and another to read the story. Remember that a story has to have a beginning, a problem or dilemma and  
an ending that resolves the problem. Use humor and the vocabulary you find above. Share your stories with the class.
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