Elementary Studio Lesson

Radial Basketry
Sarita Gurung-Birkey
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The Process of Weaving
• Weave over and under (called
tabby or plain weave) on each
warp of the basket pattern
with the weft yarn, leaving a short tail or end
hanging from the first
warp.
• Weave alternately,
over and under, and
clockwise on each
warp. Don’t skip the
warps (two warps
instead of one)
because these have
to be woven alternately.
• If adding new yarn,
hang one-inch of yarn
on the outside of the
basket warps rather
than the inside.
• Make sure to pull the
weft (yarn) tightly while
weaving to give the basket
a three-dimensional form.
• Emphasize that each student is talented and creative in
his or her own way. If mistakes
occur then encourage students to
become problems-solvers. I supervise and assist students that are
having difficulty weaving their
baskets with the proper tension
with the wefts.
• Stop weaving ¾" before reaching the top of the warps. Staple
the last weft (yarn) to secure it.
Leave ¾" on the top of the warp
to allow room for the design of a
border with colored markers.
• If different color yarn is added
several times in the basket then
the hanging ends of the yarn
should be cut off in order to create a clean finished basket.
• Students can fold the top warp of
the basket outwards or leave it
the way it is when embellishing
the border with markers.
• Students can also draw a radial
design with markers in the center of the basket. Students could
also weave with beads or add a
handle.
• Provide vocabulary handouts to
the classroom teachers and students.

Stories and Music
I read or play a tape of the story The
Little Indian Basket Maker by Ann
Nolan Clark while students are
weaving. It is very meaningful for
students to listen to the Papago basketweaving story during the weaving process. Stories help students
engage their minds and in working
with patterns, colors, texture, and
radial design while their process is
reinforced with auditory information. Stories and music also create
a wonderful learning environment
and I find this helps students focus
on their tasks. In the Papago weaving story, grandma explained to a
little girl, “My grandmother told me
the making of baskets is the work of
our hearts as well as our hands.”
Sarita Gurung-Birkey is a fine arts teacher
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The artwork
shown is from Marie Hughes Elementary
School.
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STANDARD

Students identify specific works of
art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places.
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LINK

www.nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/baskets/

Materials
• vocabulary chart
• Multilingual basket chart
• heavy weight tag board
• tag board paper basket
pattern
• staplers
• assorted colors of yarn
• colored markers
• scissors
• pencils to write names
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