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Students are asked to use the pieces as
they are, without tearing or cutting.
After I encourage students to use
the central area of the paper, they are
free to create their animals. Students
can add a horizon line and any details
(eyes, whiskers, etc.) in black marker
when papers are dry.
The Follow-Up Lesson
Later on in the school year, when I
am ready to teach students the basics
of drawing animals using shape,
line, color, and texture, I bring back
their collage projects. By now, they
are much more sophisticated in their
drawing skills, but are able to recognize that the basic building blocks are
the same.
Using their original animal collages as inspiration, students draw
their animals again in colored pencil,

now refining the shapes and details
using drawing techniques they have
mastered throughout the year. At
this stage, students are able to add
appropriate details into the foreground
and background to add more interest.
In the spirit of self-assessment, even
the most “challenged” students are
encouraged by the improvement obvious in the second composition, giving
them a sense of accomplishment and
success.
At this young age, acquiring confidence in art skills plays a crucial role
in self-esteem, allowing for future
experimentation and exploration. By
displaying the two pieces side by side
in the annual end-of-year art show,
both students and parents are able to

see not only the progression of skill
level, but also how the basic elements
remain constant. As this “discovery”
is made, kindergarten students realize
that they can continue to use these
elements in the future to draw anything they choose.
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