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Later that week I noticed students
working on their cranes during their
break periods. The small birds were
getting a lot of notice throughout
the school. So, when the day came to
teach the seventh grade, everyone was
ready.
Sharing the Knowledge
My class took their roles as teachers
seriously. They shared an abbreviated retelling of the Sadako story, and
partnered up with the other class to
show them how to fold their cranes.
The three leaders circulated and
coached until each student had created a crane.
After their success in instructing the seventh-grade class, I asked
the eighth-grade students if they
would like to take the project to other
classrooms. We decided to make the
paper cranes a school-wide project.
Each week throughout the next two
months we taught the lesson to every
classroom from kindergarten through
sixth grade. Soon, the entire school
was folding cranes.
In Memory of Sadako
Students wanted to send their cranes
to the Sadako Memorial in Hiroshima, Japan. For the rest of that
spring, we kept a large box outside my
classroom for anyone who wanted to
contribute cranes to the project. We
strung them as we received them and,
in May, sent a box containing about
450 cranes to Japan.
The project not only met my original objectives, but brought together
the entire school through art and
history. My original instruction to
fourteen eighth graders led to students and teachers all over the school
learning about one girl’s wish and an
ancient Japanese art tradition.
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