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Founded in 1875, Worcester Historical Museum is a unique organization 

dedicated to collecting, preserving, and interpreting Worcester’s history in 

all time periods and subject areas. A few examples of WHM’s holdings in-

clude correspondence of abolitionist Abby Kelley Foster, Blackstone Canal Com-

pany records, Civil War era diaries and letters, and artifacts related to Worcester’s 

industrial past including early woodenware and ceramics, weaponry from the 

colonial era through World War II, paintings and sculptures, and a significant 

costume and textile collection.

The museum’s library consists of a research collection of some 6,000 published 

titles, a photograph collection of over 200,000 prints, and approximately 4,000 

linear feet of non-published documents in a variety of forms.

Published works include local and regional histories, Worcester city directories, 

insurance atlases, biographies, genealogies, Worcester-oriented serial publications 

from the 19th century to the present, works of Worcester authors, records of the 

Massachusetts towns up until 1850, Massachusetts records of soldiers and sailors 

in the French and Indian, Revolutionary and Civil Wars, records of town meet-

ings, and more.

Non-published documents in the museum’s archives include personal and family 

papers from the 17th century to the present, business and industrial records from 

the 18th century to the present, and ephemera, including 19th century valen-

tines. The collections have local, regional, and national significance.

WHM also owns and operates Salisbury Mansion, Worcester’s only historic house 

museum. Built in 1772, it has been restored to its 1830s appearance and one of 

the best documented historic houses in New England. Thanks to the voluminous 

family papers, preserved at the American Antiquarian Society, it is one of the best 

documented historic houses in New England. 30 Elm Street, Worcester
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Davis Publications began as part of Davis Press, a commercial printing 
company established by Gilbert G. Davis in the late 1800’s.  Davis 
first published a magazine, The Applied Arts Book, soon renamed 

SchoolArts Magazine, to promote the idea that art and design should be a basic 
subject for all children in every year of their schooling.  

 During its 108 years Davis developed into an art education publisher of 
international renown. Ideas of many of the great educational philosophers and 
authors—including Arthur Wesley Dow, John Dewey, and Laura Chapman 
—can be found in its publications.

Today, Davis publishes SchoolArts in both print and digital format, books on 
topics such as the Reggio Emilia approach for early childhood education, and 
digital images and slides from major art museums including the Worcester Art 
Museum, Museum of Modern Art, New York, and The National Gallery.  

Davis is best known as the publisher of the finest sequential art and design cur-
riculums for early childhood through high school.  These curriculums are used 
throughout the United States and in Canada.  Some have been translated into 
Dutch and Chinese.  These multimedia programs include textbooks in both 
print and digital format, and many ancillaries such as DVD’s, reproductions of 
art, and online resources at www.davisart.com. 

Davis owns The Printers Building which it built with two other companies in 
1923.  This historic building attracts creative economy businesses.  In 2006 we 
opened Davis Art Gallery in the building to help promote Worcester’s growing 
art community. 

A fourth-generation family business that continues to publish top-quality edu-
cational resources and curriculums that help students learn how to create, read, 
interpret, and enjoy the visual world.
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